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the throne. There was some criticism of Mr. Chamber-
lain that he did not break off his holiday at once and
summon Parliament. Alarming reports were coming
in from Athens and Belgrade.

When on April 13th the extraordinary Session
was called Mr. Chamberlain soon showed that our
response to totalitarian aggression from whatever
quarter was neither wavering nor ambiguous.   The
Prime Minister proceeded to announce in exactly the
same words as applied to Poland that Great Britain
was guaranteeing both Greece and Roumania. The
guarantee to Greece had been widely forecast in the
Lobbies of Parliament and in the world's Press, but
the inclusion of Roumania as well came as a great
surprise.    Information   received   in    Paris   from
Bucharest had been to some extent responsible for
the Cabinet's decision, but with gratifying prompti-
tude Mr. Chamberlain had exploited the Albanian
coup, in which Berlin had acquiesced and perhaps
connived, further to protect Europe against German
aggression and against the reversal of the status quo
in  the  Mediterranean,    Roumanian oil-fields  and
Greek islands alike were to be made dangerous places
for the exercise of the blackmail and banditry which
was threatening to crush the last breath of freedom
and independence out of small European states.

A good instance of Britain's strength of purpose
was given by Mr. Chamberlain when he described
how the Greeks had informed London of their anxiety
for the future security of Corfu. The Italians coun-
tered this by stressing their anxiety at reports in the
British Press that Britain intended to occupy the
island as a reply to the Italian invasion of Albania.
The Italian Charge d'Affaires told Lord Halifax that
such a move on Britain's part would create "most
dangerous reactions." "Lord Halifax/' the Prime
Minister observes, "told him that he could dismiss
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